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JBS Sciledules Conference In New York City
Save the dates: October 24-27, 2002, at The New Yorker Hotel

.A report by the JBS Board ofDirectors
.

.

As you can read in our current issue of the JBS Journal, -· last year's conference
at Gustavus Adolphus College was well-reviewed by its participants, for the
quality of its programs and the social interactions that developed in the friendly
environs of Janel and Anders Bjorling's St Peter,.Minnesota, home. What next?
One option for 2002 was a year of preparation for a conference the following
year, but in the wake of the events of September 11, we were persuaded to head
next to New York City as quickly as possible. (Our most detennilied persuader
was Cantor Don Goldberg, with important early support from Anders Bjorling,
Dorian Bruzzi, Barbro Ehnbom, Andrew Farkas, Carol Pozefsky, Martin Riskin,
.John Skaar, Robert Tuggle and others.)
·
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While we are not yet able to give you detailed infonnation about the program,
&et It and Amaze Your
we can explain some of its key features - which exploit some of the marvelous
Friends!
potential of the Big Apple itself. For starters, we were convinced by Dorian
Page4
Bruzzi to try to cooperate with the Richard Tucker Foundation and its annual
Tucker Gala concert of established operatic stars and promising young singers.
Thanks to help from Bob Tuggle and John Pennino of the Met Archives, and
JBS member Steve Galantiere, we were able to arrange a special block of tickets to the Tucker Gala: These are excellent
orchestra seats listed at $175, which have been made available to us at $125 by group discount. As is our wont in JBS, we pass
along the discount to you - along with a hint that we always appreciate your reciprocal support, as you can provide it (*)
While the program for this early evening concert (probably 7 PM) concert at Avery Fisher Hall is not yet known, you can be
fairly confident that it will feature Renee Aeming, Jose Carreras and Sam Ramey.
We are pleased that Ann-Charlotte Bjorling GrimAs and Anders Bjorling have indicated that they will accept our invitation to
attend, and possibly participate in one or more programs. Further, Harald Henrysson has ideas for two separate programs, that
grow out of his current research projects. We are cooperating with Barrett Crawford of the Leonard Warren Foundation, and
Milanov scholar Bruce Burroughs, to organize programs about Jussi's interactions with those great singers. We also hope that
a representative of RCA Classics will be willing to join that part of our program. The brilliant Mark Obert-Thom has expressed
interest in telling us about the art of vocal transfers. We're especially looking forwanl to one of our main events: a discussion
between several of Jussi's great colleagues who live in or near New York City - most likely with a strong moderator in charge!
We hope also to cooperate with the American-Scandinavian Foundation and the Swedish Consulate in New York City, for
programs and social events.
And of course we can hope for typical fine October weather in New York; in any case, there will be concerts and operas
ongoing before, during and after our programs - which we will help you track, in our later notices. Further, some of our local
members have some great ideas to offer you, for social activities in and near the City - you'il be hearing more on these plans
too. [For more information on our hotel accommodations for this conference, seep. 3.J
(*) Here's a further hint: If you write directly to the Richard Tucker Foundation, 1790 Broadway, Suite 7\5, New York, NY

10019, you can ask to be put on their mailing list for infonnation on the Gala, and get further information as it becomes .
available to the general public (late summer 2002, most likely). You will find that tickets in other locations and price ranges
will be available - although not with our JBS group.

A Videotape of the Gustavus Conference, in Case You Missed the Conference
(and an Essential Souvenir in Case You Did Attend)
Last spring, in anticipation of the considerable effort required to organize the coming June conference at
Gustavus Adolphus College, your JBS Board in its wisdom decided to forego videotaping the sessions.:
Then, just before the conference, we talked with Minneapolis member Michael Mayer who persuaded us
to reconsider our decision: He pointed out that he had some excellent equipment that could be set up
conveniently in Bjorling Hall, and offered to take charge of all the videotaping. Further, he would do the
editing and take charge of getting the tapes copied and distributed. ·
This seemed a fine solution, with minimal risk to JBS, so we agreed to let Mike take charge. One glitch
arose when car trouble kept him from getting to Gustavus in time to record the morning sessions on June
30, just when JBS Advisor Walter Rudolph would be giving his tribute to Giorgio Tozzi .... an event that
we expected to be one of the conference highpoints. Luckily Bill Clayton was ready to tape the session
independently, and Mike included that material in his final tape. Thus what we have to offer is two eighthour videotapes that include essentially all the main talks, from Berti! Bengtsson's first presentation on
"Great Royal Swedish Tenors" to the final conference banquet speeches and ·auction. (For a list of all the
included sessions, see our article on the conf~rence on p. 5 of our Fall 2001 issue of the Joul'Q,al.)
One possible complication involved the quality of sound on the tape: Mike's camera would be picking up
the sound in the auditorium, rather than being wired into the hall's sound system -how badly would
music be distorted by such a crude arrangement? Mike was confident that the camera's microphone
would provide adequate sound, and in fact we like the final product, find it good enough to expect that our
members would be happy to have the tapes. (Needless to say, if you order the tapes and decide that
they're not acceptable for any reason, we'll refund your money without question.)
Another possible complication involved the loss of video-quality that arises when many copies are made
from a master tape: we ran into that problem in copying the tapes of the 1999 conference. Mike has
solved that problem, at least to our satisfaction, by copying the tapes only two at a time. If you'd like to
order ~ese tapes (initially available only in NTSC format used in North American and many South
American countries, and compatible with some European machines), please write to Mickey Dove at the
address given below. Our price for the two 8-hour tapes together with a printed outline of the entire
program is $50 in North America, $56 in South America, Europe and the Middle East, and $60 in
Australia and New Zealand. (Payments must be made either in US dollars, or a check drawn on a US
bank, or via international money order.) Send your orders to Mickey at 109 Melrose Rd., Bro~d Brook,
CT, 06016, USA.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Remark: We expect to make videotapes available in the alternate PAL format later this year, at the same
prices quoted above. You can order PAL tapes now, but keep in mind that delivery may not be possible
before mid-summer.
In case you'd prefer an audiotape version of the conference proceedings, we do have audiotapes of the
sessions held in Bjorling Hall (thus, not the final banquet) that were made directly from the hall's sound
system, onto DAT tapes. We're not sure what to do with these! (Send ideas to dshea@chorus.net)
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The New Yorker Hotel, JBS conference center October 24-27, 2002
We are pleased to tell you about our Conference arrangements with the New Yorker Hotel.
This classic hotel was opened in 1930 and was then the largest hotel in the world with
2500 rooms. It went through various boom anobust periods but starting in 1994 has been
systematically renovated and is now part of the Ramada Hotel chain. This hotel has three
excellent features for our purposes:
A superb location wtthin a block of Penn S_tation and near Macy's, the Empire State Building and .
Madison Square Garden, at 481 Eighth Avenue (at 34th Street) and thus on subway and bus lines directly
to Times Square, Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center;
Excellent amenities for a conference including the elegant Grand Ballroom with room for up to 300
participants and excellent acoustics;
Comfortable but affordable rooms: We have reservations.for 100 rooms in the (renovated) tower af a
special conference rate of $155 (single)/165(double) per night, and for 10 rooms in the more upscale
Tower suites at $225 per night. ·

You can get more information on this hotel by visiting www.newyorker.com, and you can
reserve a room either via the website or by telephoning +212-971-0101 or +800-764-4680.
To get the conference rate, you should explain that you're part of the "BjorlingSociety
Conference" (keep "Jussi" out of it!). You can feel_free to make your reservations (without
fear of cancellation penalties until 48 hours before your reservation date) at any time.
Keep in mind that there may well be ·a special "preconference" event (on some aspect of
Jussi in Sweden) the evening of October 23, that the conference activities at the New
Yorker itself begin on the morning of October 24 and end with a banquet on October 26,
and that there may well be an interesting JBS program during the afternoon of October 27,
before the Tucker Gala concert.

· More on JBS's "Che gelida O.D." CD (continued from p. 4)
Here we must give special credit to Toby Hekler,the true guiding genius of this "One
tenor, one aria x 15" project: Toby conceived the project in part as a fundraiser to help
shore up the finances of JBS-USA, and has underwritten production expenses of the CD.
In addition, Bill Clayton has produced the labels and inserts and underwritten some
publishing expenses. They specifically ~anted to keep costs low, and to make the project
a perq of membership in JBS, so the CD is offered first to members of the JB Societies in
the USA, UK and Scandinavia:
If you would like to order one or more copies, send a contribution of $15 for each CD,
either as check to the JB Society drawn to some US bank, or international money order, or
cash, to Mickey Dove, 109 Melrose Rd., Broad Brook, CT, 06016 USA.
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A Remarkable New CD by and for Members of JBS
A spirited discussion on the Bjorling e-list last Sll!IlIIler has led to a concrete result: A CD
titled "Jussi Bjorling sings 'Che gelida manina,...:_'' and what an understatement that title
contains! In fact, the CD contains fifteen ( 15) performances of this one aria by this one ·
tenor, possibly the first time any group has produced such a demented project.
The first recording is from 1936 (the famous one coupled with "Celeste Aida" on an EMI 78 rpm disk, ·
number 87 in th_e "Jussi Bjorling Phonography," by Harald Henrysson, hereafter referred to as HHP);
#2 is from the continually astonishing 1939 Hilversum radio concert (HHP 3902f);
#3 is in Swedish (Sa kall ni ar om handen), excerpted from a 1940 live broadcast of Act 1 of Boheme at
. Stockholm's Royal Opera House (HHP4001);
#4 is from a Swedish Radio broadcast of 194l(HHP 4102a);
#5 is a coup: this is previously unpublished, listed in HHP only as 4503?a since this version had not
been found by 1993 when HHP was published; it's from the October 1945 nationwide radio broadcast of
the Ford Sunday Evening Hour from Detroit;
·
·
#6 is excerpted from the live Met radio broadcast of December 29, 1945 (HHP 4506);
#7 is from the 1949 Hollywood Bowl broadcast concert (HHP 4904d);
#8 is from the 1949 Standard Hour radio concert from San Francisco (HHP 4906a), complete with ·
announcer and hoopla over Anna-Lisa; note the elegant phrasing and laserlike, rock-steady high C;
#9 is from a November 1949 Bell Telephone Hour broadcast (HHP 4907c);
#10 is the 1951 studio recording for RCA (HHP 176); ·
#11 is from the January 1956 TV concert "Producer's Showcase" (HHP 5601a), complete with Charles
Laughton's wishes for himself as a man vis-a-vis Jussi's tenorial sound;
#12 is from the complete commercial recording by RCA (HHP 211);
#13 is from a July 1956 Grona Lund open-air concert (HHP 5604e);
#14 is from the September 1957 complete Boheme in Malmo (HP 5705);
#15 is from the April 1959 Atlanta recital (HP 5903r).

In fact, listening to the entire CD is an engrossing experience in observation of the
maturing of a great artist, one whos~ vocal means permitted him the interpretive freedom
to vary his performances of a famously difficult aria .to fit changing circumstances and
mood. Just try to find a personal favorite from these performances, spanning 23 years!
This project began with discussions between Toby and Karl Hekler, Harald Henrysson, Greg Fitzmaurice,
Bill Clayton, Stan Zison, John Gunn and other members of the Bjorling e-list; the CDs and notes were
produced by Toby Hekler with help from Greg and John, and the labels and inserts were prepared by Bill
Clayton. JBS is especially grateful to Harald for making available to us the previously unpublished #5.
Scholium. Four additional recordings are known to exist: 3707a has been available on a number of
pirate LPs, but 3703e, 4501a, 5104a are unpublished (as with several other unpublished Bjorling items,
they can be heard at the JB Museum in Borlange). For now, fifteen w.ill have to suffice!

For information on bow to get this CD for yourself, see page 3.
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